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Importance of Language – Why Learning a Second Language is Important 

The importance of language is essential to every aspect and interaction in our everyday lives. We use language to inform the 
people around us of what we feel, what we desire, and question/understand the world around us. We communicate effectively 
with our words, gestures, and tone of voice in a multitude of situation. Would you talk to a small child with the same words you 
would in a business meeting. Being able to communicate with each other, form bonds, teamwork, and it’s what separates 
humans from other animal species. Communication drives our lives and better ourselves.  

Origins of why their are so many different languages as plagued scholars and linguistics for centuries and will continue to puzzle 
them far beyond our lifetimes to come. In most cultures have myths that there was a common language spoke among the 
people with a deity getting angry and confusing the people or separating them from each other/segmenting the people to create 
their own language. Prime examples of stories like this is the “Tower of Babel”, Hindu with the story of the “Knowledge Tree”, 
and even Native Americans believing in a “Great Deluge(Flood)” separating people and speech. 

The importance of communication can be often overlooked. Even with the ability to communicate with each other. 
Misunderstandings happen. Remember, communication is a two way street that should be embraced and not ignored. Believe it 
or not, some people can be arrogant to believe they can’t go to foreign countries without knowing anything of the language or 
culture of the people in the places they visit. The importance of language is beneficial regardless if you do it for fun or for your 
career or even just for personal travel. 

They expect the indigenous people to accommodate them and know their language. The importance of language isn’t much 
different no matter what your nationality is. Honestly, if you were to study other languages you will find that most of them are 
actually pretty similar. Mainly the differences are in alphabet, pronunciation, and grammar with the syntax generally staying the 
same. We should use it to show our understanding of the cultures and lives of our fellow men in other lands. We should go 
behind the outer shell and see the speaker beneath. 

Part where the importance of languages really shines in business with companies trying to reach global audiences and markets. 
More and more business leaders are recognize to compete you have to have knowledge in many foreign languages. Knowledge 
of their language as well as their culture shows that you respect the ideas that they bring to the table and you understand their 
needs and wants better than somebody who does not have this background.  

Additionally, there is the psychological aspect of direct communication during your business transactions. Your clients will be 
more likely to trust what you are saying and there will be a more intimate relationship than if you were to conduct all 
communication through a translator. This could be an important step in building strong and lasting business relationships that 
help ensure the success of your own business. 

More and more school are recognizing the importance of language. Some schools begin offering to teach a second language as 
early as middle school. Many schools and employers are requiring specific language requirements as part of their application 
process. 

Through language we can connect with other people and make sense of our experiences. Imagine what it must be like for your 
child to develop these skills that we take for granted. As a parent, teacher, or other type of caregiver, you shape a child’s 
language development to reflect the identity, values, and experiences of your family and community.  

Therefore, it is up to you to create a warm and comfortable environment in which your child can grow to learn the complexities of 
language. The communication skills that your child learns early in life will be the foundation for his or her communication abilities 
for the future. Strong language skills are an asset that will promote a lifetime of effective communication. 

I have always been interested in languages. Our language is the most important part of our being. I think it is important to learn 
other languages besides our own because it helps us to learn about other peoples and cultures but the most important one that 
we can learn is our own mother tongue as this is one of the most basic parts of our identity. If we lose our own tongue, for 
example, when we grow up in a country which is not our own, in my opinion, we are losing a part of ourselves. 

 
Source:  Post from the blog: http://www.importanceoflanguages.com/ 
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