
How long does it 
take to do a 

Problem-Based 
Scenario?



10 to 15 
minutes

Less 
than an 

hour

1 or 2 
periods/
blocks

A week 
or more

A “Weekly Warm-up” 
or subject-specific 
problem, focusing 

only on the stimulus 
review and 

classroom discussion

The Critical 
Thinking 

Exercises, 
Creativity Drills, 
& “Woodchuck” 

Problems

A full PBL scenarios 
(one subject), with 
students answering 

the “Extended 
Response” questions

How much time do
you have?

An entire PBL 
Integrated Scenario,
with students doing 
the Product option, 

collaborating in 
groups, and giving 

presentations



The “Estimated Time”
You’ll often see an 

“Estimated Time” sheet with 
the PBL Integrated 

Scenarios.

Don’t read too much into it!

An estimated time is offered 
for each step, with a total time 
calculated (usually a couple of 

hours from start to finish)

The Product Option is never 
included in the estimated time 
since it is more involved and 

can be adjusted by the teacher

An important note:

This is a reminder that 
Problem-Based 

Learning works better 
when it is not “under 

the clock.”  

The teacher has the 
challenge of keeping 
things moving without 
rushing the process.



Teacher Tips
Time management is an enormous challenge in the classroom, and 

these Problem-Based scenarios can work within your constraints.
Because it’s all about “The Process”, a 
PBL Scenario is divided into clear steps.

(stretching these out over a week makes it easy)

Day 1:  You present the problem and 
explain what students will be doing

Day 2:  Students review information about 
the problem (i.e. the “stimulus items”)

Day 3:  Engage in classroom discussion 
about the problem

Day 4:  Students write their written 
responses, and/or work in groups for the 
“Product” (this will spill over into Day 5)


