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3. Youth can’t think for themselves and will vote the way their 
parents or guardians tell them to vote. 

 

This argument is both insulting and ironic. First, who is anyone to say whether 
someone else can or cannot think for themselves? What does “thinking for yourself” 
even mean? Coming to your own conclusions? That’s hardly the reality for the vast 
majority of people, both youth and adults. Point is, our ideas and even the way we think 
is hardly a product of only our own efforts. When we “think for ourselves” it’s not just our 
minds but also our experiences doing the thinking. This is true across all ages.  

 
The irony of this argument is that the primary factor deciding how 18-30 year olds 

vote is...how their parents voted! And again, the Constitution: it is unconstitutional to 
prevent a citizen from voting based on how they are influenced.  

 
 

4. What about infants and toddlers? You can’t possibly think 
that they should vote?  

 

Outside the freak possibility of infants or toddlers who have the motor skills to 
actually make it inside a voting booth, current voting laws would make it highly unlikely 
that infants or toddlers would make it inside the voting booth--but NOT because of their 
age! It is illegal to physically coerce someone into voting in a certain manner just as it is 
illegal for someone to fill out a voting card for somebody else except in cases of 
disabilities (and youth is not a disability).  

 
So, abolishing the voting age limit would not suddenly lead to over-zealous 

parents taking their infants’ hands and guiding it through the ballot. That would be illegal. 
But, conceivably, if a two and a half year old could, through his own abilities, enter a 
voting station, provide the requisite information to the polling officers, access the voting 
booth (with the help of a step stool) and successfully fill out the ballot, then, on principle, 
there is no reason he or she should not be allowed to vote.  

 
 

Source:  http://incontrarian.com/blog/2013/9/20/abolish-the-voting-age-limit 
 
In Contrarian is a blog hosted by Joshua Alvarez where he discusses politics, culture, and society 


